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1. The House met at 09: 02.
2. The Speaker took the Chair and requested members to observe a moment of silence for prayers or meditation. 

3. [09:03] Notices of motion.
4. [09:06] Ms S V Kalyan moved without notice: That the House  – 

(1) notes that the beginning of October marks the termination of fasting: Eid-ul-Fitr;

(2) recognises that this day signifies the end of Ramadaan, which has been a month characterised by the spirit of sacrifice and giving;
(3) further recognises that this period of celebration provides all Muslims with an opportunity to give thanks to Allah for the health, strength and opportunities in life he has blessed them with; and

(4) wishes the Muslim community well in their celebrations and also health and prosperity in the future.   
Agreed to.
5. Ms S V Kalyan moved without notice: That the House  – 

(1) 
notes that the 63rd session of the United Nations General Assembly resumed from Tuesday, 23 September 2008, until Thursday, 2 October 2008, and that the theme for this year’s General Assembly is: The impact of the global food crisis on poverty and hunger in the world as well as the need to democratise the United Nations;

(2) 
further notes that the High-Level Event on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the President of the General Assembly took place during this session on 25 September 2008;

(3) 
recognises that both these meeting of Heads of State and governments provide a key opportunity to acknowledge that extreme poverty and hunger is increasing, that it affects the majority of the world’s population but is particularly pervasive in our African continent;

(4) commends the U N General Assembly for the work it has done in the past with regard to promoting the rights of the poor; and 

(5) calls on all member states to commit themselves to concrete steps to eradicate poverty and to promote conditions where everyone can be free from hunger and enjoy equal access to all resources in the future.
Agreed to.

6. [09:08] Members’ statements.
7. [09:46] The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, moved: That the House, in accordance with section 193(5) of the Constitution, appoints an ad hoc committee to nominate a person to fill a vacancy in the South African Human Rights Commission, the committee to – 

(1) consist of 13 members, as follows: ANC 8, DA 2, IFP 1 and other parties 2;

(2) exercise those powers in Rule 138 that may assist it in carrying out its task; and

(3) report to the House by no later than 5 November 2008.

Agreed to.

8.
FIRST ORDER [09:47] 

Second Reading debate - Consumer Protection Bill [B 19D – 2008] (National Council of Provinces – sec 76(2).
Debate concluded.

Bill read a second time.

9.
SECOND ORDER [10:26]

Second Reading debate - Companies Bill [B 61B – 2008] (National Assembly – sec 75).

Debate concluded.

Bill read a second time.

10.
THIRD ORDER [11:15]

Second Reading debate - Financial Management of Parliament Bill [B 74 – 2008] (National Assembly – proposed sec 76(1).
Debate concluded.

Bill read a second time.

11. 
FOURTH ORDER [11:48] 

Consideration of Refugees Amendment Bill [B 11D – 2008] (National Assembly – sec 75) (Report of Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs on proposed amendments by National Council of Provinces, see Announcements, Tablings and Committee Reports, 27 August 2008, p 1646).

Mr H P Chauke, as Charperson of the Committee, addressed the House on the Bill.

There was no debate.

The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party moved: That the bill, as amended, be passed.
Motion agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly passed.
 12.
[11:58] The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, with leave, moved without notice: That the House 
resolves that – 
(1) 
in terms of section 2(5)(a) of the Remuneration of Public Office Bearers Act, 1998 (Act No 20 of 1998), upon the President’s retirement from office with effect from the day following the day that he vacated office, a taxable pension benefit be paid to him equal to 100% of the total annual remuneration (salary and allowance) payable to him the day prior to his retirement, such pension benefit to be increased annually in keeping with the pension increases granted to public office bearers;

(2) 
in terms of section 2(5)(b) of the said Act, upon the death of the President or a former President, with effect from the day of his death, a taxable pension benefit be paid to his widow equal to 50% of the pension benefit payable to the President or former President at the time of his death, such pension benefit to be increased annually in keeping with the pension increases granted to public office bearers;

(3) 
in terms of section 2(6) of the said Act, after the retirement of the President, the State shall contribute the full amount payable to a medical aid scheme in respect of membership of the scheme by the President or his widow or dependant as the case may be; and

(4) 
the resolution by the National Assembly of 5 November 1998 be amended in accordance with paragraphs 1(1) to 1(3) above, with retrospective effect from 5 November 1998.
Declarations of vote made on behalf of the Democratic Alliance, Inkatha Freedom Party and Minority Front.

Motion agreed to.

13.
FIFTH ORDER [12:00]

Debate on freedom of expression and the right to information (IPU topic).
Debate concluded.
14. 
The House adjourned at 12:54.
Z A DINGANI

Secretary to Parliament

